Nel 

Serial No. To be Assigned 



# €1 



REVISED CLAIMS 



\--3a. A method of conducting a financial or commercial transaction between a 
purchaser ancha vendor of a product, the method comprising the steps of: 

utilizing a coh^uterized banking system comprising a plurality of financial 
institutions; each of saidVlurality of financial institutions comprising a computer centre 
comprising a plurality of compter based client accounts, an electronic data network 
interconnecting said financial institb<ions; and a plurality of data exchange terminals 
connected to said network; 

utilizing at least one vendor database Ihqiuding product related information 
connected to the said network; 

providing product-related information to the purchaser via one of said terminals; 

communicating to the vendor database via the netwoHcproduct related 
information regarding a product required by the purchaser and whi^h information is 
provided by the purchaser via one of said terminals; and 

authorizing payment by the purchaser for the product purchased. 

34. A method of conducting a financial transaction between a purchas^and a 
vendor of a product, the purchaser and the vendor being associated with respectiv^i first 
and second accounts held at respective first and second financial institutions, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

utilizing at least one vendor database including product-related information; 

linking a data exchange terminal to the at least one vendor database via a data 
network linking said first and second financial institutions; 
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lining transaction-related information regarding a product required from the 
purchaser via the 

communicating the tran^aotion-related information via the network to the vendor 
database; and 

initiating an electronic transfer of funds from thelTrstaccount to the second 
Q o oo u nt for tho^dluu uf 1 1 le l i diisaLl i o ii. 

35. A method according to claim 34 wherein the first and second financial 
institutions comprise the same financial institution. 

36. A method according to claim 34 wherein the transferring of funds 
electronically involves debiting the first account and crediting the second account. 

37. A method according to claim 34 including the step of obtaining a code from 
the purchaser to verify authorization of the transaction. 

38. A method according to claim 34 wherein the funds are transferred 
electronically between the first and second accounts in real time response at the 
conclusion of the transaction. 

39. A method according to claim 34 wherein the funds are transferred 
electronically between the first and second account at a predetermined future time, 

^'^^^t^ 46>-Aj]Tethod according to claim 33 wherein the terminal includes a display, and 
the method includes thestepT3f4i§glaying at least one enquiry menu on the display to 
obtain transaction-related information from the^Btifshaser. 
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41 . A method according to claim 40 including the step of incorporating icons 
associated with options relating to the transaction into the at least one enquiry menu so 
that the purchaser is able to provide the transaction-related information by selecting an 
icon displayed on the display. 
I ^^'^ 43. A method according to claim 40 including the steps of displaying at least part 

0^ \ of the producKi;elated information of the display, and updating the product-related 
information in real thqqe response or on the occurrence of a transaction between the 

_ purchaser and the vendoN 

;™ 43. A method according ftsQiaim 34 wherein the transaction-related information 

m includes at least product identification in^qrmation, the value of the product and details 

m of the account to or from which funds are to be^ctronically transferred. 

H 44. A method according to claim 34 including^y one or more of the steps of 

verifying the availability of funds in the account, the availaoH^y of the vendor product or 

y the qualification of the purchaser to perform the transaction befOT^ conclusion of the 

45. A method according to claim 34 including the step of printing a record of the 
transaction which serves as proof of the transaction. 

46. A method according to claim 34 including the step of printing a voucher 
relating to the transaction which serves as proof of the transaction. 

y^A^ 4^!s^ method according to claim 34 including the step of reading an indicator at 
the terminal, the^TRtJicator being configurable by the purchaser to indicate the 
transaction-related inform^on. 
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A method according to claim 34 including the step of incorporating the 
transaction-rfiJated information into a statement issued by the first or second financial 
institution to the purchaser or vendor. 

49. A system nar conducting a transaction between a purchaser and a vendor of 
products, the system composing: 

a computerized banking system comprising: 
^1 a plurality of financial institutibqs; 

each of said plurality of financial ir^itutions comprising a computer centre 
comprising a plurality of computer based cliehtaccounts; 

said computer centres being interconnectebvby an electronic data network; 

a plurality of data exchange terminals connecteH^o an electronic data network; 

at least one vendor database comprising product relived information connected 
to said electronic data network; and 

system software providing, via the electronic data network, dommunication of the 
product related information between said plurality of terminals and saia\at least one 
vendor database, and for initiating payment by the purchaser for products piyrchased 
fFonrsaia vendor oaiaoase. 

50. A system for conducting a financial transaction between a purchaser anX^ 
vendor of a product, the purchaser and the vendor being associated with respective firs> 
and second accounts held at respective first and second financial institutions, the 
system comprising: 
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,^ata exchange terminal including at least one data input and at least one data 
output; 

at least one v^hclpr database including product-related information; 
a communication systehK^ich links the terminal to the at least one vendor 
database, the first financial institution ahdsthe second financial institution; and 

system software providing communicatiohsif^product-related information of a 
transaction between the terminal and the at least one vdhcjor database, and for 
transferring funds electronically between the first and second accounts to cover the net 
vail IP of th@4caQsaGtieftr ^ 

, , ,„ „ , , , 

5<b:^^-3yo t o m a ocord i ng-iu 'cl aim 4 9 vvl ib rpln tho d ata-oxchango t e rm i nal l o a ^^ 
bank service tejmtRal. 

^^<!J^5Ss^ system according to claim 50 wherein the communication system 
comprises an network to which the data exchange terminal, the at least one 
vendor database, andThe^irst and second financial institutions are linked to facilitate the 
communication therebetween. 

53. A system according to clainrTSQwherein the system software facilitates the 
transfer of funds electronically between the first^aqd second accounts in real time 
response at the conclusion of the transaction, or at a fufe^e predetermined time. 

54. A system according to claim 50 including a portable storage device adapted 
to store product-related information and/or at least part of the system software and/or 
transaction records. 
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55. A system according to claim 54 wherein the portable storage device 
comprises a smart card. 

5Sn^ system according to claim 55 wherein the product-related information is 
accessible via a^si^a output means of the data exchange terminal and is updatable in 
real time or on the occuh^e^jce of a transaction between the purchaser and the vendor, 

57. A system according ra^sl^im 50 wherein the data output of the data 
exchange terminal includes a screen, anoth^ystem software includes menu drivers 
for producing enquiry menus on the screen using whi^h purchaser provides 
transaction-related information via the data input of the data^change terminal to the 
systenr. 

58. A system according to claim 57 wherein the enquiry menus include icons 
associated with transaction options, and the purchaser is able to select a transaction 
option by selecting an icon using the data input. 

59>^^ystem according to claim 50 wherein the communication system includes 
conventional teleph^hejines or dedicated communication lines and an interface which 
allows the at least one vendoro^tal^se to communicate with the data exchange 
terminal utilizing established ATM messag^*^a;otocols. 

60. A system according to claim 49 wherein mfesi^a exchange terminal includes 
a printer which issues a record of the transaction or a voucherwhiQh serves as proof of 
the transaction. 
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*B1>v^ystem according to claim 50 wherein the data input of the data exchange 
terminal includes a r^a^e^for reading an indicator configured by the purchaser to 
indicate transaction-related inforrrfetk 

62. A system according to claim 61 wherein the reader comprises an optical 
reader, and the indicator comprises a card configurable to visually indicate the 
transaction-related information. 

63^^A system for conducting a financial or commercial transaction between a 
purchaser and>s^ndor of products, the system comprising: 

an electronic dat^network including a plurality of bank service terminals for use 
by a purchaser; 

at least one vendor database ^&8imprising product related information connected 
to said electronic data network and accessib^from said terminals; and 

system software providing communication ofsproduct related information between 
said terminals and said at least one vendor database anb^gr recording payment by the 
purchaser utilizing said electronic data network-. 



